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tions, even if the United States limit itself to granting
financial aid or guaranty.
The Armenians remember, and will never forget, the
wonderful enthusiasm shown in our favor by the Ameri-
can people, and how greatly it was promoted by the per-
sonal action of President Wilson, who three times issued
proclamations expressing, on behalf of the people of the
United States, noteworthy sentiments of humanity. We
have, therefore, the firm conviction that the verdict of
the United States of America will be based on equity and
that they will safeguard the rights of the Armenians.1
Summarizing, what the Armenians ask is that the fron-
tiers of the new state be so mapped out as to permit it
to live, develop, and be protected from any aggression on
the part of its neighbors. They ask that their economic
life be assured by outlets on the Black Sea; that the pos-
sibility be guaranteed to them of constructing a railway
belonging entirely to them, which will connect the in-
terior of Armenia with a seaport; that essentially Ar-
menian centers, to which they are linked by sacred his-
torical memories, shall not be taken from their territory;
that no important strategic point indispensable to its
defense shall be left to its traditional enemy. What they
ask, lastly, is that the Armenian territories that are not
to be a part of the independent state shall be given a
*The Supreme Council of the Great Powers established outside
boundaries which at best deprived the proposed New Armenia of a natural
seaport. The limits specified did not extend beyond the vilayets of
Trebizond, Bitlis, Van, and Erzerum. The only possibilities consisted
of securing special privileges at the foreign port of Batum, or of con-
structing a tremendously costly railway over the Pontic Eange to Trebizond
or to one of the other open roadsteads on the Black Sea. This personal
observation is based upon my study of all possible ports which might serve
the proposed Armenian State, embodied as an appendix to the elaborate
report of President Wilson, which was never acted upon by the Great
Powers. This whole procedure is another instance of the lack of sin-
cerity exhibited towards the Armenians by their supposed supporters.—
e. a. m.

